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Aelationships with Inhabitants 
of Celestrlal Bodies 


DftAPT June 1V47 


ftelatlohships with extraterrestrial men presents 
ho basclally new problem from the standpoint of international 
law; but the possibility of confronting intelligent beings 
that do not belong to the human race would bring up problems 
whose solution it is difficult to oonoeiTe. 

In principle, there is no difficulty in accepting the 
possibility of coming to an understanding with then, and of 
establishing all kinds of relationships, The difficulty lies 
in trying to establish the principles on which these 
relationships should be based. 


In the first place, it would be necessary to establish 
communication with them through some language or other, and 
afterwards, as a first condition for all Intelligence, that 
they should have a psychology similar to that of men. 

At any rate. International law should make place for 
a new law on a different basis, and It might be called "Law 
Among Planetary Peoples," following the guidelines found in 
the Pentateuch. Obviously, the idea of revolutionizing 
international law to the point where it would be capable of 
coping with new situations would compel us to make a change 
in its structure, a change so basic that it would no longer 
be international law, that is to say, as it is conceived 
today, but something altogether different, so that it could 
no longer bear the sane name* 

If these intelligent beings were in possession of a 
more or less culture, and a more or less perfect political 
organization, they would have an absolute right to be 
recognized as Independent and soverign peoples, we would 
have to come to an agreement with them to establish the 
legal regulations upon which future relationships should be 
based, and it would be neoessary to accept many of their 
principles. 

Finally, if they should reject all peaceful ./r; 
cooperation and beoome an imminent threat to the eart^, we 
would have the right to legitimate defense, but only insofar 
as would be necessary to annul this danger. 

«*»«» 

Another possibility may exist, that a speoles of homo 
sapiens might have established themselves as an Independent 
nation on another celestrlal body in our solar system and 
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In thft first llTlni^ eonAltieni on those bodies .‘ 

lets say the monger the ylanet Mars, would hare to be. suoh '. , 
as to sernlt a stable, and to a oertain extent, independent. 
Ufa, fron an eoBneaie standpoint. Much has been speoulated 
about the possibilities for life existing outside'of our 
ataosphere and bejrend, always hypothetioallyt and there are 
those who xo so far ae to xive fernulae for the oreatien of 
an artifioial ataosphere on the moon, which undoubtedly have 
a oertain solentifio foundation, «uid which aay one day ooiis 
to light. Lets assune that aagnesiua silicates on the noon 
nay exist and contain up to 13 per cent trater. being'energy 
and oaohlnes brought to the noon, perhaps fron a spaoe station, 
the rooks oould be broken up, pulverised, and then baoked to 
drive off the water of orystalllsation. (This oould be oolleoted 
and then decomposed into hydrogen and oxygen, ueing an eleotrio, 
ourrent or the ehort wave radiation of the sun. The oxygen 
oould be ueed for breathing purposes; the hydrogen night be 
used ae a fuel. « 


In any oase, if no exietenoe ie possible on oeleetrial- '> 
bodies except for enterprises for the exploration of their 
natural rlohes, with a oontinuous interchange of the nen who 
work on then, unable to establish themselves there indefinitely 
and be able to live isolated life, Independsnoe will never 
take plaoe. 

***v* 


Now we oorae to the problem of determining what to 
do if the inhabitants of olestrlal bodies, or extraterrestrial. . 
biological antities (EfiE) desire to settles, here. 

1. If they are politloally organised and possess a 
oarbaln culture similar to our own, they nay be recognised as 
a Independent people. They oould consider what degree of 
development would be required on earth feu* colonising. 

2. If they oonsider our culture to^evold of politloal 
unity, they would have the right to oolonlse. Of ooursa, this 
oelonlsation oannot be oonduoted on olaselo linai. - ,< 

> 

A superior form of oelonlslng will have to be oonosived, 
that oould be a kind of tutelage, possibly through the taolt 
approval of the United Mat lone. But would the United Nations 
legally have the right of allowing suoh tutelage ever u* in sueh 
a faehionT o * » ' 
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V!;- ' ,V ' (ft) Although th» UultoA Nations is an 

;.ivf‘^ 'International opganlEatleni there is no doubt that 
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have no right of'tutelage,'ainoe its doaain deem mt extend 
beyond relatienshlyB between Its neabers. It would hoTO the' 
Pll^t to intervene only If the relatlonehlys of a neaber - H : 
nation with a oeleetrial body affeoted another wwaber nation 
with an sxtraterreetrial yeoyle is beyond the doaain of the 
United Hatlone. But if those relationships entailed a > 
oonfllot with another neaber nation*, the United.Nations would 
have.the right to intervene> " 


<b} If the United Nations were a supra-national 
organisation, It would have ooaeetoney to deal with all 
probleas related to extratet^estrial peoples» Of oourse, 
even though It is merely an Intematienal erganleatlen, It 
could have this oeapetenoe If Its aenber states would be 
willing to reoegnlse It* 


It IS difficult to predict what the attitude of 
international law will be with regard to the occupation by 
celestrlal peoples of certain leoatlons on our planet, but 
the only thing that can be foreseen le that there will 
a profound ohaxige in traditional oonoepta. 

We'oannet exclude the poeslblllty that a race of 
extraterretrial people wore advanced teehnologioally and 
eeonoBloaXly stay take upon Itself the right to oooupy 
another celestrlal body. How, then, would this oooupatlon 
come about? 


1. The Idea of exploitation by one celestrlal 
state would be rejeeted, they may think it would be advlaable 
to grant it to all othars capable of reaohing another 
celestrlal body. But this would be to nalntain a. situation 
of privilogo for these states, / 


2. The division of a celestrall body Into sonos 
and the distribution of then aaong other celestrlal statss. 
This would present t)M preblea of distribution. Mereovor, 
ether celestrlal states would be deprived of the possibility 
of owning an eucea, or If they wore granted one it would 
Involve ooaplloated operations. " 


3* Indivisible oe-soverelgnty, giving each oelostrlal^ 
state the right to Make whatever use is Mst oenvenient to- . 
its interests, independently of the others. This would 
oreate a situation of aaarohy, m the strongest .one would 
win out in'the owl* 


4, A acral' autlty? The aost feasible seXutiea it .v>: 
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BBBM w*uld b* this snSf subKltt an asrsexant jH^vidlng far the 

f aaoeful absarbtion ef a oalestrlal racais) In auoh a naimer 
hat our euXttire would rexaln intaot wlth-guat^antaas that 
thalr yrasenoe not bo roTaalod. 

AotuaXly^ wa do not belloTa It naoassary to go that 
far. It would nerely bo a natter of IntamatlonAllBiag . 
celeetrlal ^aaplaa, and oreating an intarnatlanal treaty 
Intsrunont yravanting axploitation of all nations..belonging 
to the United Katiane. 


Ocouratlon by states here an earth, which has last 
all Interest for international law, since there.were no.were 
res nulllua territories. Is beginning to regain.all its 
layortanoe.In oosaio iDtarnational law. 

Oooupatlott consists in the ayyroyriation by a state 
of. res nulllus . 

Until the last century, ocouystlon was the nozaial 
aeans of acquiring sovereignty over territories, whan 
explorations aade possible the discovery of new regions, 
either unlhablted or in an eleaentary state of .oivlliaatlan. 

The laperiallst expansion of the statea oaaa to an 
and with the end of regions capable of being oooupiad, which 
have now been drained fraa the earth and exist only in 
interplanetary apace, where the oalestrlal states present 
new probleas. 


Res nulljus Is soaethlng that belongs to nobody auoh 
as the noon, in international law a oelestrial body is not 
subject to the sovereignty of any state is considered res 
nulllus . If it could be established that a oelestrial body 
within our solar syetea suoh as our noon weis, or is oooupiad 
by another oelestrial raoe, there could be no olaia of res 
nulllus by any state on earth (if that state should daoISe 
in the future to sei^ explorers to lay olaia to It), It would 
exist as res ooaaunis . that is that all oelestrial states 
have the eaae rights over it. 

0 ** 0 * 


Atul now to the final question of whether the presenoe 
of celeetrlal astroplanss In our ataosphere is a direct 
result of our testing atoaio weapons? 

The preaenoa of unidentified space craft flying In 
our ataosphere (and possibly aain tain ing orbits about our 
pla^t) is now, however, aogeptedJfgi^by our alUtery. .. ' 
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On 6 Ter 7 question of whether the United States will v. 
continue teetinK of fieeion boitbs and develoy fusion deTioes.*^''!''^-V 
(hy^oeen bonbsTt or reach an agreenent to dlsant and the*= 
exclusion of wea^ns that are too destructive, with the ; 

exception of chemical warfare, on which, by some siiraole we 
cannot explain, an ^ffr'afreement has been reached, the 
lamentations of philosophers, the efforts of politicians, and 
the conferences of diplomats have been doomed to failure and < 
have aooonpliehed nothing. 


The use of the atonlo bomb combined with space 
vehicles poses a threat on a scale which makes it'absolutely 
necessary to cone to an agreement in this area. With the 
appearance of unidentified space vehicles {opinions are 
sharply divided as to their origin) over the ekias of Surope 
ai^ the United States has sustained an Ineradioal fear, an 
anxiety about security, that is driving the great ppwers to 
make an effort to find a solution to the threat. 


nilltea*y strategists foreeee the use of space, craft 
with nuclear warheads as the ultimate weapon of war. Sven 
the deployment of artificial satellites for intelligence 
gathering and. target selection is not far off* The mllltBry ,, , 
importance of space vehicles, satellites as well as rockets 
is indisputable, since they project war from the horlsontal ' ^ 
plane to the vertical plane in Its fullest sense. Attack no 
longer cones from an exclusive direction, nor from a 
determined oountx^, but from the sky, with the praotioal 
impcssiblllty of determining who the aggressor, is, how to 
intercept the attack, or how to effect immediate reprieale. 

These problems are compounded further by identification. 

How dcee the air defense radar operator identify , or more 
precisely, classify his target? 


At present, we can breath a little easier knowing 
that slow moving bombers are the mode of delivery of atomic 
bombs that can be detected by long-range early warning radar. 
But what do we. do in lets say ten'yeere from now? When 
artificial satellites and missiles find thsir place in space, 
we' must eohsldar the potential threat timt unidentified 
space^drafb''pose. One must consider the faeb<^hat 
mis-Lwnt^lfloation of these apace craft. for a interoontensntal 
missile in a re-entry phase of flight could lead to accidental 
nuclear war with horrible oonsequenoss. 


Lastly, we should consider the possibility that our 
atmospheric tests of late could have influenced the arrlvsil 
of oelestrlal scrutiny* They oould have been, curious or even 
alarmed by such activity (and rightly so, for the Buseians 
would make every effort to observe and record suoh .tests). 


In oonoluslou, it la our profasalonal opinion based on 
sulMiltted data that tUa situation is extremely perilous, 
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